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AN ACT to amend and reenact §5-3-3 and §5-3-4 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as
amended; and to amend said code by adding thereto a new section, designated §5-3-3a,
all relating generally to appointment of attorneys to assist the Attorney General;
authorizing the Attorney General to appoint special assistant attorneys general;
establishing when special assistant attorneys general can be appointed; establishing
competitive bidding process for the use of private attorneys on a contingency fee basis by
the Attorney General; requiring written determinations for the Attorney General’s selection
of private attorneys to represent the state on a contingency fee basis; setting fees for
contingency fee legal arrangements or contracts between private attorneys and the
Attorney General; requiring appointed private attorneys to accept an award of attorney
fees in accordance with, and no greater than, the established fee limitations; establishing
supervision requirements for private lawyers representing the state on a contingency fee
basis; requiring the posting of certain documents relating to the Attorney General's
retention of private attorneys to represent the state on a contingency fee basis; providing
for the designation as a special assistant attorney general upon appointment; requiring
Attorney General reports on certain legal causes and matters to the Governor, President
of the Senate and Speaker of the House; outlining contents of those reports; updating and
removing outdated provisions; and defining terms.

Be it enacted by the Legisiature of West Virginia:

That §5-3-3 and §5-3-4 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, be amended and
reenacted; and that said code be amended by adding thereto a new section, designated §5-3-3a,
all to read as follows:

ARTICLE 3. ATTORNEY GENERAL.

§5-3-3. Assistants to Attorney General.
(a) The Attorney General may appoint such deputy or assistant attorneys general as may

be necessary to properly perform the duties of his or her office. The total compensation of all such






